Chinmaya Mission Saginaw, Michigan

Academic Year 2023-24
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Hari Om!

What a blessing to have Chinmaya Mission Balvihar in Tri-city Hindu Temple. Learning & gaining the
knowledge of our rich Indian culture & Vedanta and passing them to our next generations is our
responsibility. We thank our founders & Administrators Manjusha Malewar ji & Rama Mulpuri ji for
their continuous devotion and dedication to Chinmaya Mission Saginaw Chapter.

At Balvihar, we have 6 classes.

BV1 (Pre-school to Kindergarten) learned “Alphabet train”.
BV2 (Grade 1%t-2"9) learned “Ramayana”.

BV3 (Grade 3-5™) learned “Symbolism in Hinduism”.

YK1 (Grade 6" -8™) learned “Yato Dharmah, Tato Jayaha”.
YK2 (Grade 9t -12t") learned “Hindu Culture.”

Adult class continued learning Bhagavad Gita.
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Hiral Choksi
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Rama Mulpuri & Rita Ratani Piyush Soni Dr. Karunakaran
YK1 YK2 Adult Class




Administrators

Along with learning Balvihar curriculum, kids participated in different festival celebrations that took
place in Tri-city Hindu Temple and they impressed everyone with their creativity and knowledge.
Few celebrations are listed below.

Ganesh Festival on September 17", 2023:

This year Balvihar students got an opportunity to make art & craft related to Lord Ganesh as Ganesh
Festival took place after Balvihar started their classes. Even if Art & Craft is the student’s favorite
activity, dressing up tops the chart.




Gandhi Jayanti on October 1, 2023:

Balvihar students dressed up as Mahatma Gandhi ji was the cutest thing we had seen, but listening
to them talking about him totally impressed us!

Diwali Celebration on October 24, 2023:

Festival of Lights remains one of the favorite festivals for Balvihar family. Diwali art & craft, trivia
along with Bhajans & Presentations were performed by kids, but Diwali is incomplete without
Fireworks & Sweets/Murukku.




Halloween on October 29, 2024:

Celebrating Halloween Balvihar way was very interesting. Listening to kids what they dressed up and
why was astonishing.

Makar Sankranti on January 15, 2024:

Along with giving presentation, reciting Piano on Makar Sankranti, Kids enjoyed making kites and
ate Sesame seeds ladoos. So much fun!




Ayodhya Ram Mandir Celebration on January 20", 2024:

Hundreds of millions of Hindus celebrated the opening of a grand new temple in Ayodhya, India and
we could not control our happiness and joined them with celebration in our Tri-city Hindu Temple.
Kids enjoyed lighting up the Diyas and dressed up as Ram Parivar.

Ma Saraswati Pooja on February 18, 2024:

During Ma Saraswati Pooja books were distributed to kids. It was great to see kids dressed up and
performing a skit.
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Mahashivratri on March 8, 2024:

Kids recited Lord Shiva’s bhajans and presented Symbol Description skit. Those mischievous yet
knowledgeable Lord Shivas were adorable.
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Gudi Padwa/Ugadi/Vishu/Puthandu on April 7t", 2024:

Incredible India! It was great to know how three different states celebrated their new year.
Maharashtra celebrated Gudi Padwa, Tamil Nadu celebrated Vishu/Puthandu and Andra Pradesh

celebrated Ugadi. Learning the same was getting interesting, especially when they were sharing
their home stories.




Essay competition on April 7", 2024:

Announcement of Essay competition and topic is usually given one month prior which gives kids
enough time to prepare. The topics were as per the curriculum. We had a great response, and
Winners were declared on the day of Graduation.

Ram Navami on April 14, 2024:

Listening to Preschoolers and Kindergarteners telling Lord Rama’s stories totally melted our heart. It
was for sure Aww moment!
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Field trip to Gurudwara on April 14t", 2024

The field trip to Gurudwara was a very educational experience. Learning about the history and 5Ks-
Kesh, Kangha, Kara, Kachera and Kirpan was very fascinating.

Pujya Gurudev’s Birthday on May 12th, 2024:

We celebrated our Pujya Gurudev’s birthday followed by Mother’s Day. Each student shared
Gurudev’s quote, chanted stotras together. The life story of our beloved Gurudev was presented as
well. What a divine experience it was. We showed our gratitude and took his blessings on his 108"
birthday. He is helping us to become better human being every single day. After Gurudev’s
celebration, Mother’s Day celebration took place with kids and mothers sharing some memories
together or say creating more memories together. Lunch was served by kids.
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Graduation Day on June 2", 2024:

Graduation day is all about showcasing what you have learned the entire year. Every class
showcased excellent Presentation/Skit and it was great to see kids growing with cultural knowledge
and spiritual wisdom. We had Pizza and Ice-cream. It was great treat to kick -off the Summer!

The Guest Speaker for this Graduation Day was Dr. Tushar Raiji & Dr. Bhargavi Raiji from Tapovanam,
Flint. Tushar ji is an Internal Medicine Specialist whereas Bhargavi ji is a Radiologist. It was our Pujya
Gurudev Swami Chinmayananda who inaugurated Tapovanam, Flint and told to all Balvihar Teachers
to “Take care of my Children” and ever since then Tushar ji & Bhargavi ji have been committed to
Balvihar. They have been instrumental in teaching all age groups and Tushar ji specially the high
schoolers. Tushar ji highlighted that “Family that teach/learn together that sticks together”. Having
parents attend adult classes while kids attend their own classes will help family bond together and
spend quality time together besides learning. Bhargavi Ji has been taking classes for Gita Chanting
competitions for both Saginaw and Flint Tapovanam students over Zoom. This has resulted in our
BV3 student Raga Samatham competing into Nationals in July 2024. All the best Raga and Thank you
Bhargauvi ji.
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Essay competition winners, Perfect attendance for the year were announced along with Graduating
students.
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Ishaanvi Ghatasala

s

Jayatri Samatham Raga Samatham

Anish Melgiri
YK1 YK?2

Piyush Soni
Adult
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Jayatri Samatham
BV2




Raga Samatham
BV3

Anish Melgiri Anish Vaidya
YK1 YK2




Piyush Soni
Adult Class
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Perfect Attendance

Shyam Raghunathan
BV2




Graduating Students from BY1 & BV 2

LAY

Jayatri Samatham, Riva Etha, and Yash Sinha




Graduating Students from BY3 & YK1

Ameya Patki & Anish Melgiri




Time Flies and one more year has successfully passed. We thank all our teachers, parents and kids
for their devotion and dedication towards continuous learning. Thank you, Chinmaya Mission Flint-
Tapovanam and Chinmaya West for providing all the support and help needed and our Pujya Guruiji,
we show our gratitude and seek your blessings!

Hari Om!

Pallavi Shahasane
Publisher of the yearbook

22



